THE ROLE OF DEDHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Dedham Parish Council represents the interests of the whole community. It is the first tier of local government and plays an important role in local democracy.
Parish councils were created under the Local Government Act 1894 and operate as corporate bodies accountable to residents. Dedham Parish Council provides a focus for local issues, helps identify priorities, and works with partners to deliver improvements within the village.
Under the Local Government Act 1972, parish councils can raise funds through the annual precept, which forms part of Council Tax. This funding supports local services and projects that benefit the community.
Depending on local needs, responsibilities may include maintaining community assets, supporting open spaces and play areas, managing local projects, commenting on planning applications, supporting community groups, and working with other authorities and organisations.  
The Council is responsible for ensuring public money is spent responsibly and delivers value for residents.

PARISH COUNCILLORS
Parish councillors are elected representatives who serve the community for a four-year term. Their role is to represent the views of all residents, listen to local concerns, and help shape decisions that affect the parish.
Councillors contribute by:
• Attending meetings and participating in discussions
• Considering planning applications and local policies
• Developing ideas and supporting community initiatives
• Working with partner organisations and local authorities
• Communicating with residents and community groups
Councillors must follow the Code of Conduct, act ethically, and declare any interests when required. Individual councillors cannot make decisions alone. Decisions are made collectively at formal council meetings.  



THE CHAIR
The Chair is elected annually by the Council. The Chair leads meetings, ensures business is conducted properly, and represents the Council in the community.
The Chair acts as the public figurehead of the Council and promotes engagement with residents, organisations, and partners. When acting officially, the Chair represents the agreed position of the Council.

THE CLERK
The Clerk is the Council’s employee and principal advisor. The Clerk ensures the Council operates lawfully and effectively, supports councillors, and implements decisions made at meetings.
Responsibilities typically include:
• Preparing agendas and minutes
• Managing correspondence and records
• Advising on governance and legal matters
• Delivering projects and policies
• Supporting financial management and compliance
In many parish councils, the Clerk also serves as Responsible Financial Officer, overseeing budgets, accounts, and financial reporting requirements.  

WORKING FOR THE COMMUNITY
Dedham Parish Council works in partnership with residents, businesses, community organisations, Colchester City Council, Essex County Council, and other stakeholders to support the wellbeing and development of the parish.
Residents are encouraged to attend meetings, share views, and engage with local initiatives. Community involvement is essential to ensuring Dedham remains a vibrant and well-supported place to live.

